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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 



Submitted herewith on Form PTO SB/08 is a listing of documents known 
to Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.56. A copy of each listed document is being submitted to comply 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. 



The submission of any documents herewith, which is not a statutory bar, 
is not intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against 
the claims of the present application or that such document is considered 
material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). Applicant does not 
waive any rights to take any action which would be appropriate to antedate or 
otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is determined 
to be a prima facie prior art reference against the claims of the present 
application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The instant Information Disclosure Statement is believed to be filed in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b), prior to the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits (first scenario). If that is not the case, such as in a second 
scenario in which a first Office Action on the merits has been mailed before the 
filing of the instant Information Disclosure Statement, then either a certification 
or fee is required, and a certification is provided below. If neither of the first or 
second scenarios is the case, such as if a final Office Action or a notice of 
allowance has been mailed by the PTO (third scenario), then both a certification 
and fee are required, and in that case a certification is provided below and also 
the PTO is authorized to obtain the necessary fee to have the instant IDS 
considered, from Foley & Lardner Deposit Account #19-0741. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned hereby certifies in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) 
that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this 
Statement. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

A translation of a portion of a Japanese Office Action that issued June 
17, 2003 with respect to a counterpart Japanese patent application is provided 
below. 

"Reason 2 

The invention related to the following claims of this 
application (called the "present application" hereinafter) is based on 
inventions cited in the following publications, which had been 
circulated in Japan or a foreign country prior to this application, and 
a person having ordinary knowledge in the technical field to which 
that invention belongs could have easily made the invention prior to 
this application. Conooquont l y, it cannot roooivo o potont according 
to tho otip ul at i ono of Artiolo 29, Paragraph 2 of tho Patont Law. 



002.1056181.1 



- 2 - 



Serial No. 09/825,063 



Attorrtey Docket No. 045054/0140 



Note 

(For a list of the cited literature, see the List of Cited Literature.) 

Regarding Claims 1 through 41 
Cited Examples 1 and 2 

List of Cited Literature 

4=5 Jopanooo Unoxam i nod Patont Application Pub l ication H1 1 

22*128*1 filed with the earlier IDS 

2. Japanese Unoxam i nod Patent Application Publication H4- 
130750 

< Related Technical Literature > 

1 . Koichi Sato and two others, WWW to DB renkei shisutemu 
wo riyo shita intoranetto no kosei [The structure of an 
intranet using the World Wide Web and a database link 
system], Information Processing Society, National 
Conference Proceedings; Information Processing Society, 
3/14/1997, vol. 54, no. 3, pages 195-196. (Internal 
document number: National Society Document 2002-00406- 
001). 

2. Kiyomi Daishido and one other, Intoranetto katsuyo denshi 
buhin joho shisutemu [Electronic component data systems 
using an intranet], Information Processing Society Research 
Reports, Data Processing Association, 6/18/1997, volume 
97, no. 59 (IS-64), pp. 25-31. (Internal document number: 
National Society Document 1997-00007-0004). 



This Record of Prior Art Literature Search Results does not 
constitute a reason for rejection." 

Applicants' statements regarding the Japanese Office Action are based on 
a partial translation that Applicants 1 representative obtained. These statements 
should in no way be considered as an agreement by Applicant with, or an 
admission of, what is asserted in the Japanese Office Action. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the listed document be considered by 
the Examiner and formally be made of record in the present application and that 
an initialed copy of Form PTO SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP 



FOLEY & LARDNER 
Washington Harbour 
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20007-5109 
Telephone: (202) 672-5300 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



§609. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Registration No. 38,819 
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